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ENVIRONMENTALLY-INDUCED DISPLACEMENT AND RELIGION IN LATIN
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN:
Engaging the Normative and Legal Landscape

Co-sponsored by American University’s Center for Latin American & Latino Studies (CLALS), the
South American Network for Environmental Migrations (RESAMA), Paraiba State University’s Research
Centre on Environmentally Displaced Persons (NEPDA), and the University of Brasilia’s Institute of
International Relations (IREL), with support from the Henry Luce Foundation

Brasilia, Brazil, January 23-24, 2020

WORKSHOP AGENDA

Day 1: Thursday, January 23rd
8:30am-9:00am Arrival and Registration
Please note: A shuttle will transport workshop participants from the Hotel Cullinan to

our meeting venue. Our workshop will be held at the Instituto de Relagdes Internacionais
(sala multiuso) on the Darcy Ribeiro Campus of the Universidade de Brasilia.

9:00am-10:30am Session 1: Welcomes, Introductions and Framing Discussion






Moderator: Jayesh Rathod (American University)
Panelists:

Elizabeth Keyes (University of Baltimore)

Andrea Pacheco Pacifico (Paraiba State University)

Carolina Claro (University of Brasilia)

3:45pm-4:30pm Transport to public event

4:30pm-6:30pm Public Forum: The Crisis of Environmental Refugees: Addressing
Knowledge Gaps to Meet Governance Challenges

Event location: Auditorio Joaquim Nabuco, Faculdade de Direito, Darcy Ribeiro
Campus, Universidade de Brasilia

6:30pm-7:00pm Transport to dinner

7:00pm-9:00pm Dinner

Please note: We have made reservations at the Restaurante Coco Bambu (lago sul unit):
https://cocobambu.com/, and have arranged for transport from the meeting space to the
restaurant.



https://cocobambu.com/
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Moderator: Eric Hershberg (American University)

Panelists:

Jayesh Rathod (American University)

Luciana Gandini (Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico)

Eric Hershberg

4:00am-





http://www.worldsocialscience.org/activities/world-social-science-fellows-programme/fellows/new-zealand-fellows/
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and the Environment.” He has edited the volume, Migraciones, ambiente y cambio climatico: Estudios de
caso en América del Sur (International Organization for Migration, 2017) and published two books, Los
hijos del retorno. Una nueva comunidad inmigratoria (Editorial Prometeo Libros, 2008) and Por qué se
van (2004). Email: raruj@yahoo.com

Evan Berry is Assistant Professor in Environmental Humanities in the School of History, Philosophy,
and Religious Studies at Arizona State University. He received his PhD in Religious Studies from the
University of California, Santa Barbara. His research examines the intersections among religion,
globalization, and climate change, and seeks to advance knowledge about the role of religious actors in
contemporary environmental contestations. His book Devoted to Nature: The Religious Roots of
American Environmentalism (University of California Press, 2015) explores the religious sources of the
environmental imagination in the United States. He is also co-editor of Church, Cosmovision and the
Environment: Religion and Social Conflict in Contemporary Latin America (Routledge, 2018). Dr.
Berry’s current work combines ethnographic research with philosophical reflection to address the study of
religious civil society groups actively engaged with the challenge of climate change. He previously served
as Pl on CLALS’s project, "Religion and Climate Change in Cross-Regional Perspective." Email:
evan.berry@asu.edu

Fernanda de Salles Cavedon-Capdeville
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right of return, among other topics. She is both author and editor of multiple books and articles on these
topics, including two 2015 volumes: ¢Escapando de la crisis? Un anélisis comparative de trayectorias
laborales de migrantes argentines en dos contextos de recepcion: Ciudad de México y Madrid and El
retorno en el nuevo scenario de la migracién entre México y los Estados Unidos. Email:
Igandini@unam.mx

Rueanna Haynes is Senior Legal Advisor and Support Team Lead for the Alliance of Small Island States
(AOSIS) at Climate Analytics. She received a Master in International Legal Studies from Georgetown
University Law Centre as well as a Master in International Environmental Policy from Sciences Po.
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her LLM in international law from the University of Lancaster (UK). Her research interests include:
international human rights law, refugees and migrants, asylum, trafficking and forced migration, with a
focus on Latin America and Brazil, as well as the international regime for environmental displacement.
She is also author of Racial Discrimination in Alagoas: The Role of the Minority’s Rights Commission of
the Brazilian Bar Association in Alagoas. (EDUFAL, 2011). Dr. Pacifico has previously been a visiting
research fellow at Oxford University and York University and has served as a board member of the
Brazilian Red Cross of Alagoas since 2017. Email: apacifico@hotmail.com

Erika Pires Ramos is Founder of the South American Network for Environmental Migrations
(RESAMA) and Federal Attorney at the Brazilian Institute for the Environment and Natural Renewable
Resources (IBAMA). She received her PhD in International Law from University of Sdo Paulo, and her
research specializes in climate change, disasters, human rights and environmental migration governance.
Dr. Pires Ramos also serves as Researcher for the Study and Research Centre on Environmentally
Displaced Persons (NEPDA), as well as the Human Rights and Vulnerabilities Research Group
UNISANTOS. Email: erikaprs@gmail.com

Michele R. Pistone is Professor of Law and Director of the Clinic for Asylum, Refugee and Emigrant
Services (CARES) at Villanova University’s Charles Widger School of Law. She received her JD from
St. John’s University School of Law and an LLM from Georgetown University Law Center. Her research
focuses on technological innovations in the practice of law, and in legal education, asylum and refugee
law, immigration law, migration, and Catholicism. Among other projects, she is currently working on the
relationship between asylum and refugee protection, justice, statelessness, and Christian social thought.
She is also co-author of Stepping Out of the Brain Drain: Applying Catholic Social Teaching in a New
Era of Migration (Lexington, 2007). Email: pistone@law.villanova.edu

Jayesh Rathod is Associate Dean for Experiential Education, Professor of Law, and Director of the
Immigrant Justice Clinic at American University Washington College of Law. He received his JD from
Columbia University School of Law. His body of scholarship includes empirical, applied and theoretical
work, and covers topics relating to immigration law, labor and employment law, and legal pedagogy.
Professor Rathod’s research has appeared in a variety of prominent journals, including the Arizona Law
Review, Houston Law Review, Michigan Journal of Law Reform, and U.C. Irvine Law Review. In 2018,
he also received the Pauline Ruyle Moore Award for outstanding scholarship in the area of public law.
Professor Rathod continues to work on a range of cases and projects relating to immigration detention,
removal defense (including criminal-
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