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Professional Experience  and Academic Appointments  
 

Benach Collopy LLP, Washington, DC                  June 2012 �� Present  
Managing Partner            

�x
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Maggio + Kattar, PC , Washington, DC                      August 2006 �� May 2012     
Senior Attorney, Attorney, Legal Intern       

�x Represented clients in removal proceedings, federal litigation, asylum matters, motions to 
reopen, detention and bond issues, waivers of inadmissibility, U visas, VAWA self-petitions, 
consular processing, complex adjustment of status and naturalization matters, family and 
employment-based petitions.   

�x Independently managed a caseload of 70-125 cases at one time.   
�x Conducted consultations and retained clients.   
�x Supervised and reviewed work of associate attorneys, paralegals, and legal interns.   
�x Briefed, argued, and won Petition for Review before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth 

Circuit, Crespo v. Holder, 631 F.3d 130 (4th Cir. 2011), a precedent decision. 
 

Ayuda, Inc., Washington, DC                   Summer 2006  
Immigration Intern                       

�x Provided direct legal services to low-income clients, including: asylum, family-based 
petitions, Violence Against Women Act self-petitions, NACARA relief, Temporary Protected 
Status, adjustment of status, and naturalization. 

 

Department of Justice, Executive Office for Immigration Review         August 2005 �� May 2006 
Headquarters Immigration Court , Falls Church, VA            
Judicial Intern                      

�x Drafted judicial decisions.   
�x Discussed the merits of legal arguments with immigration judges.   
�x Researched eligibility for relief from removal.   
�x Reviewed and analyzed documentary evidence and testimony presented before the court.   
�x Observed individual and master calendar hearings. 

 

Department of Justice, Civil Division                  Summer 2005  
Office of Immigration Litigation , Washington, DC 
Legal Intern                        

�x Drafted appellate briefs and motions in response to asylum, withholding of removal, 
Convention Against Torture, cancellation of removal, and voluntary departure claims.   

�x Reviewed and analyzed records of proceedings before the U.S. Immigration Courts and the 
Board of Immigration Appeals.   

�x Participated in mock oral arguments for attorneys preparing for oral argument before the 
U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeals. 

 

The Honorable Tom Harkin, United States Senate , Washington, DC             Summer 2005  
Legal Intern                        

�x Prepared briefing materials and briefed the Senator and his staff.   
�x Researched legislative issues and public policy proposals.   
�x Corresponded with constituents regarding their concerns. 

 

The Synergos Institute , New York, NY                               Summer 2003          
Intern            

�x ���”�‡�’�ƒ�”�‡�†���ò�„�”�‹�†�‰�‹�•�‰���Ž�‡�ƒ�†�‡�”�•�Š�‹�’�ó���…�ƒ�•�‡���•�–�—�†�‹�‡�•�á���ƒ���’�”�‘�‰�”�ƒ�•���–�Š�ƒ�–���ˆ�‘�…�—�•�‡�•���‘�•���„�”�‹�†�‰�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡��
perspectives of key partners and stakeholders to develop a common agenda that can be 
followed in pursuit of solutions to social and economic problems around the world.   

�x Researched potential donors and funding sources, and drafted grant applications. 
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Center for Migration Studies , New York, NY                     Summer 2002  
Intern                         

�x Researched and drafted memoranda regarding current migration patterns and refugee 
crises around the world.   

�x Maintained national press clipping service on migration and refugees.   
�x Drafted extensive press summaries, which were published in Migration World Magazine. 

 

Publications  and Media  
 

Books 
�x ���������ï�•�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����”�‹�•�‡�”: A Practical Guide to U.S. Asylum Law and Procedure, 8th Edition, 

American Immigration Lawyers Association, 2019.  
�x ���������ï�•�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����”�‹�•�‡�”: A Practical Guide to U.S. Asylum Law and Procedure, 7th Edition, 

American Immigration Lawyers Association, 2015. 
 

Book Chapters 
�x �ò���•�����•�–�”�‘�†�—�…�–�‹�‘�•���–�‘�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����ƒ�™���ƒ�•�†�����”�‘�…�‡�†�—�”�‡�á�ó��What Every Lawyer Needs to Know About 

Immigration Law, American Bar Association, 2014.  
�x �ò�
�ƒ�–�‡�•�‡�‡�’�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����”�‡�ƒ�•�ã�����Š�‡�����•�’�‘�”�–�ƒ�•�…�‡���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����ƒ�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž�‹�œ�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����•�–�‡�”�˜�‹�‡�™���–�‘��

���…�Š�‹�‡�˜�‹�•�‰�����‹�–�‹�œ�‡�•�•�Š�‹�’���ƒ�•�†���	�—�Ž�Ž�����•�–�‡�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���‹�•�–�‘�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����‹�ˆ�‡�á�ó�����������ï�•���
�—�‹�†�‡���–�‘�����ä���ä��
Citizenship & Naturalization Law, 2014. 

 

Journal  Articles  
�� �òRepresenting Stateless Asylum Seekers in the United States�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, 

October and November 2019. 
�� �ò���Š�‡���
�ƒ�•�‰�����Š�‡�•�‘�•�‡�•�‘�•���ƒ�•�†�����‡�”�•�‡�…�—�–�‹�‘�•���‘�•�����…�…�‘�—�•�–���‘�ˆ�����‘�Ž�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž�����’�‹�•�‹�‘�•���‹�•�����‡�•�–�”�ƒ�Ž��

���•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, October and November 2017. 
�� �òCrisis at the Border, Part III : Reinstatement of Removal and Demonstrating a Reasonable 

Fear of Persecution or Torture�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, October 2016. 
�� �ò���”�‹�•�‹�•���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡�����‘�”�†�‡�”�á�����ƒ�”�–�������ã�����‡�•�‘�•�•�–�”�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰���ƒ�����”�‡�†�‹�„�Ž�‡���	�‡�ƒ�”���‘�ˆ�����‡�”�•�‡�…�—�–�‹�‘�•���‘�”�����‘�”�–�—�”�‡�á�ó��

IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, April 2016. 
�� �òCrisis at the Border, Part I: Securing Access to Protection Following CBP Screening 

���•�–�‡�”�˜�‹�‡�™�•�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, November 2015. 
�� �ò���Š�™�ƒ�”�–�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡�����•�–�‡�•�–�����‡�Š�‹�•�†�����������ë�������������ï�����•�–�‡�”�’�”�‡�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ���
�‘�‘�†�����‘�”�ƒ�Ž�����Š�ƒ�”�ƒ�…�–�‡�”�á�ó��

IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, April 2014. 
�� �ò��-�x�r�s�������”�‘�˜�‹�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�����•�Ž�ƒ�™�ˆ�—�Ž�����”�‡�•�‡�•�…�‡�����ƒ�‹�˜�‡�”�•�ã���������”�ƒ�…�–�‹�–�‹�‘�•�‡�”�ï�•���
�—�‹�†�‡ for Preserving 

�	�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›�����•�‹�–�›�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, June 2013. 
�� �ò���‘�����‹�•�‘�”�����•�•�—�‡�ã�����Š�‡�����‹�•�‹�•�‹�•�Š�‡�†�����ƒ�’�ƒ�…�‹�–�›���‘�ˆ�����‹�•�‘�”�•���‹�•�����—�”�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����›�•�–�‡�•�á�ó��

IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, April 2012. 
�� �ò���Š�‡�����Ž�‹�‰�Š�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����”�‡�™�•�ƒ�•�ã�����Š�‡�����‡�‡�†���ˆ�‘�”���ƒ�•�����•�•�‡�†�‹�ƒ�–�‡�����‡�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡�����š�…�‡�’�–�‹�‘�•���–�‘���–�Š�‡��

Prohibition on Adjustment of Status and Strategies for Representing Alleged Crewmen 
���•�†�‡�”�����—�”�”�‡�•�–�����ƒ�™�á�ó��IMMIGRATION BRIEFINGS, June 2010. 

�� �ò���‘�•�–���‹�•�����”�ƒ�•�•�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ã�����Š�›�����”�‘�ˆ�‡�•�•�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�����•�–�‡�”�’�”�‡�–�‡�”�•���ƒ�”�‡�����”�‹�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž���–�‘���–�Š�‡���	�ƒ�‹�”�•�‡�•�•���‘�ˆ�����•�›�Ž�—�•��
���•�–�‡�”�˜�‹�‡�™�•�á�ó�����������ï�•��IMMIGRATION LAW TODAY, May/June 2008. 

�� �ò���•�…�‘�”�’�‘�”�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰���ƒ�����ƒ�”�†�•�Š�‹�’���	�ƒ�…�–�‘r in Asylum Claims Based on Female Genital Mutilation: A 
���‡�‰�‹�•�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�˜�‡�����‘�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�•���–�‘�����”�‘�–�‡�…�–���–�Š�‡�����‡�•�–�����•�–�‡�”�‡�•�–�•���‘�ˆ�����Š�‹�Ž�†�”�‡�•�á�ó��

https://agora.aila.org/product/detail/3952
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Select Conference Papers 
�x �ò���‡�–�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�����‡�–�‡�”�”�‡�•�–�ã�����‡�•�›�‹�•�‰����—�•�–�‹�…�‡���–�‘�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�•�–�•���ƒ�•�†�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����‡�‡�•�‡�”�•�á�ó��

Crimmigration in the Shadow of Sovereignty CINETS Conference, University of Maryland, 
College Park, MD, October 7, 2016. 
 

Op-Eds 
�� The Washington Post, �ò���”�—�•�’���‹�•���”�‹�‰�Š�–�ã�����Š�‡�”�‡���‹�•���ƒ���…�”�‹�•�‹�•���ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���„�‘�”�†�‡�”�ä�������—�–���Š�‡���‹�•���…�ƒ�—�•�‹�•�‰���‹�–�ä�ó 

January 10, 2019. 
�� The Washington Post, �ò���”�—�•�’�ï�•���ƒ�–�–�ƒ�…�•���‘�•���ƒ�•�›�Ž�—�•���‹�•���„�ƒ�•�‡�†���‡�•�–�‹�”�‡�Ž�›���‘�•���ˆ�ƒ�Ž�•�‡���…�Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•�ä�ó 

November 13, 2018.  
�� The Guardian, �ò���Š�›���‹�•�����„�ƒ�•�ƒ���•�–�‹�Ž�Ž���Žocking up so many innocent women and kids on US 

�•�‘�‹�Ž�ë�ó November 4, 2014.  
 

Other  
�� Author of several conference papers, practice advisories, practice alerts, and blog posts 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/10/trump-is-right-there-is-crisis-border-hes-causing-it/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2018/11/13/trumps-attack-asylum-is-based-entirely-false-claims/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/nov/04/obama-women-children-family-detention-centres
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/nov/04/obama-women-children-family-detention-centres


 



 6 

�x �ò���•���–�Š�‡�����—�•�ã�����������	�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›�����‡�–�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����’�†�ƒ�–�‡�á�ó�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�™�›�‡�”�•��
association, Colorado Chapter Conference, Denver, CO, October 16, 2015. 

�x �ò���•�›�Ž�—�•���ƒ�•�†�����‡�Ž�ƒ�–�‡�†�����Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•���‘�ˆ�����‡�Ž�‹�‡�ˆ�á�ó�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�™�›�‡�”�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á���t�r�s�w��
Fundamentals of Immigration Law Conference, Miami Beach, FL, August 7, 2015. 

�x �ò���‘�™���–�‘�����‹�•���
�ƒ�•�‰-���ƒ�•�‡�†�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•�á�ó�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�™�›�‡�”�•��Association, 
2015 Annual Conference, National Harbor, MD, June 19, 2015. 

�x �ò���†�˜�ƒ�•�…�‡�†�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����‡�‰�ƒ�Ž�����•�•�—�‡�•�ã�����‡�‡�•�‹�•�‰�����”�‘�–�‡�…�–�‹�‘�•���ˆ�‘�”�����‡�ˆ�—�‰�‡�‡�•���‹�•���–�Š�‡�����•�‹�–�‡�†�����–�ƒ�–�‡�•�á�ó��
�	�”�‡�‡�†�‘�•�����‡�–�™�‘�”�•���������á�����������������ƒ�•�–�á�����”�‡�•�‡�•�–�á���¬���	�—�–�—�”�‡�ã�����Ž�‡�˜�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���ò���—�•�ƒ�•�ó���‹�•�����—�•�ƒ�•��
Trafficking Conference, Arlington, VA, April 21-22, 2015. 

�x �ò���‹�•�•�‹�•�‰�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•�����ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•�����ƒ�”�–�‹�…�—�Ž�ƒ�”�����‘�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���
�”�‘�—�’�á�ó��American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, DC Chapter Conference, Shady Grove, MD, October 22, 2014. 

�x �ò���”�‡�†�‹�„�Ž�‡�����‡�ƒ�•�‘�•�ƒ�„�Ž�‡���	�‡�ƒ�”�����•�–�‡�”�˜�‹�‡�™�•�ã�����‡�•�•�‘�•�•���ˆ�”�‘�•�����”�–�‡�•�‹�ƒ���ƒ�•�†��
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�x �ò�	�—�•�†�ƒ�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�Ž�•���‘�ˆ�����•�›�Ž�—�•���ƒ�•�†�����‹�–�Š�Š�‘�Ž�†�‹�•�‰���‘�ˆ�����‡�•�‘�˜�ƒ�Ž�ó���ƒ�•�†���ò���‡�ˆ�‡�•�•�‹�˜e Asylum: Preparing 
and Trying ���‘�—�”�����ƒ�•�‡�á�ó��University of North Carolina School of Law, Building Community 
Networks: In Support of Women & Children from Central America Seeking Asylum, Chapel 
Hill, NC, November 11, 2016. 

�x �ò�
�‡�•�†�‡�”-���ƒ�•�‡�†�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•�á�ó�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�™�›�‡�”�•�����•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á�����‡�„�‹�•�ƒ�”�á��
September 13, 2016. 

�x �ò���‘�™���–�‘�����”�‡�’�ƒ�”�‡���ƒ�• Asylum Application and Supporting Evidence�ó���ƒ�•�†�����ò��ot Topics in 
���ƒ�”�–�‹�…�—�Ž�ƒ�”�����‘�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���
�”�‘�—�’���	�‘�”�•�—�Ž�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á�ó�������������á���������������‘�Ž�‘�”�ƒ�†�‘�����Š�ƒ�’�–�‡�”, and Colorado 
Asylum Project, Representing Asylum Seekers: An In-Depth Training on Asylum Law and 
Procedure, Denver, CO, April 1, 2016. 

�x �ò���‡�•�–�”�ƒ�Ž�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒ�•�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����ƒ�•�‡�•�á�ó�����•�‡�”�‹�…�ƒn Immigration Lawyers Association, Webinar, 
August 4, 2015. 

�x �ò���‡�•�•�‘�•�•���ˆ�”�‘�•�����”�–�‡�•�‹�ƒ�á�ó����merican Immigration Lawyers Association, DC Chapter Webinar, 
October 6, 2014. 

�x �ò���ä���ä�����•�›�Ž�—�•�����ƒ�™�ã���������”�‹�•�‡�”�á�ó�����•�•�–�‹�–�—�–�‡���ˆ�‘�”�����ä���ä�����ƒ�™�á�����ƒ�•�Š�‹�•�‰�–�‘�•�á�������á�����—�‰�—�•�–���z�á���t�r�s�v�ä 
�x �ò���‡�•�–�����”�ƒ�…�–�‹�…�‡�•���‹�•�����Š�ƒ�Ž�Ž�‡�•�‰�‹�•�‰�����‡�–�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•���ƒ�•�†�����†�˜�‘�…�ƒ�–�‹�•�‰���ˆ�‘�”�����•�›�Ž�—�•�á�����‹�–�Š�Š�‘�Ž�†�‹�•�‰�á���ƒ�•�†����������

���‡�Ž�‹�‡�ˆ�á�ó���������ä�…�‘�•�����‡�„�‹�•�ƒ�”�á�����ƒ�”�…�Š���t�y�á���t�r�s�v�ä 
�x �ò��-�x�r�s�������ƒ�‹�˜�‡�”�•�ã���������‡�ƒ�”���‹�•�����‡�˜�‹�‡�™�á�ó����merican Immigration Lawyers Association, DC 

Chapter Webinar, March 14, 2014. 
�x �ò���•�›�Ž�—�•�����ˆ�ˆ�‹�…�‡�”�����‘�–�‡�•���ƒ�•�†�����•�•�‡�•�•�•�‡�•�–�•�á�ó����merican Immigration Lawyers Association, DC 

Chapter 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=2NnxtoIXJ88&feature=emb_title
https://speakingofjusticepodcast.com/episodes/attorney-dree-collopy-a-practical-guide-to-us-asylum-law-and-procedure
https://speakingofjusticepodcast.com/episodes/attorney-dree-collopy-a-practical-guide-to-us-asylum-law-and-procedure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUxT432w5nw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BUxT432w5nw
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2018/06/13/the-sessions-asylum-decision-what-are-its-implications/#521e5199776b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RH8cBEODWtc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RH8cBEODWtc&feature=youtu.be
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Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc.                2012 �� 2016   
�x Reviewed records of proceedings for appeals pending before the Board of Immigration 

Appeals to select cases for the BIA Pro Bono Project. 
�x Served as a mentor for pro bono attorneys representing asylum seekers. 

 

Honors and Awards  
 

Super Lawyers                    2013 �� Present  
�x ���ƒ�•�‡�†���‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ�����ƒ�•�Š�‹�•�‰�–�‘�•�ï�•���–�‘�’���‹�•�•�‹�‰�”�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���Ž�ƒ�™�›�‡�”�•���„�›���–�Š�‡��Washingtonian magazine. 

 

���”�‡�•�‹�†�‡�•�–�ï�•�����‘�•�•�‡�•�†�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����™�ƒ�”�†           2016  
AILA Annual Conference, Las Vegas, NV 

�x Presented for exemplary service to the President and to AILA.  
 

Michael Maggio Pro Bono  Award            2015  
AILA Annual Conference, National Harbor, MD 

�x Presented to members of the AILA Artesia Project for dedicated efforts to promote justice 
and provide access to counsel, and for proven tenacity in the fight to end family detention. 

 


