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Amendments with regard to complex arbitrations 
include  Article 7(5) (providing for joinder of additional 
parties after the con�rmation or appointment of any 
arbitrator) and Article 10(b) (allowing consolidation of 
cases involving di�erent parties where the same 
arbitration agreements are relied upon). 

The new Article 12(9) introduces an additional safeguard 
for parties’ equality in the constitution of the arbitral 
tribunal. It provides that the Court may appoint each 
member of the arbitral tribunal where the method of 
constitution in the arbitration agreement may pose a risk 
to the validity of the award. 

Independence and impartiality of arbitrators are further 
addressed with the inclusion of a provision empowering 
the arbitral tribunal to take any measure necessary to 
avoid a con�ict of interest of an arbitrator arising from a 
change in party representation (Article 17(2)), and the 
requirement of party disclosure of third-party funding 
arrangements (Article 11(7)). In addition, Article 13(6), 
which applies to investment arbitrations based on a 
treaty, ensures complete neutrality of the arbitral 
tribunal by providing that no arbitrator shall have the 
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

International Court of Arbitration

1  The International Court of Arbitration (the “Court”) 
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ARTICLE 2

De�nitions

In the Rules: 

(i)     “arbitral tribunal” includes one or more 
arbitrators;

(ii)     “claimant” includes one or more claimants, 
“respondent” includes one or more respondents, 
and “additional party” includes one or more 
additional parties;

(iii)  “party” or “parties” include claimants, 
respondents or additional parties;

(iv)  “claim” or “claims” include any claim by any party 
against any other party; 

(v)    “award” includes, inter alia , an interim, partial, 
�nal, or additional award.

ARTICLE 3

Written Noti�cations or Communications; Time Limits

1  Save as otherwise provided in Articles 4(4)(b) and 
5(3), all pleadings and other written communications 
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
COMMENCING THE ARBITRATION

 h)   all relevant particulars and any observations or 
proposals as to the place of the arbitration, the 
applicable rules of law and the language of the 
arbitration. 

  The claimant may submit such other documents or 
information with the Request as it considers 
appropriate or as may contribute to the e�cient 
resolution of the dispute.

4 Together with the Request, the claimant shall:

 a)    make payment of the �ling fee required by 
Appendix III (“Arbitration Costs and Fees”) in 
force on the date the Request is submitted; and 

 b)    submit a su�cient number of copies of the 
Request for each other party, each arbitrator and 
the Secretariat where the claimant requests 
transmission of the Request by delivery against 
receipt, registered post or courier.

  In the event that the claimant fails to comply with 
either of these requirements, the Secretariat may �x 
a time limit within which the claimant must comply, 
failing which the �le shall be closed without prejudice 
to the claimant’s right to submit the same claims at a 
later date in another Request.

5  The Secretariat shall transmit a copy of the Request 
and the documents annexed thereto to the 
respondent for its Answer to the Request once the 
Secretariat has su�cient copies of the Request and 
the required �ling fee.

ARTICLE 5

Answer to the Request; Counterclaims

1  Within 30 days from receipt of the Request from the 
Secretariat, the respondent shall submit an Answer 
(the “Answer”) which shall contain the following 
information:

 a)  its name in full, description, address and other 
contact details;

 b)  the name in full, address and other contact details 
of any person(s) representing the respondent in 
the arbitration;
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 c)  its comments as to the nature and circumstances 
of the dispute giving rise to the claims and the 
basis upon which the claims are made;

 d)  its response to the relief sought;
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4  In all cases referred to the Court under Article 6(3), 
the Court shall decide whether and to what extent 
the arbitration shall proceed. The arbitration shall 
proceed if and to the extent that the Court is 
prima� facie  satis�ed that an arbitration agreement 
under the Rules may exist. In particular: 

 (i)  where there are more than two parties to the 
arbitration, the arbitration shall proceed between 
those of the parties, including any additional 
parties joined pursuant to Article 7(1), with 
respect to which the Court is prima facie  satis�ed 
that an arbitration agreement under the Rules 
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ARTICLE 7

Joinder of Additional Parties 

1  A party wishing to join an additional party to the 
arbitration shall submit its request for arbitration 
against the additional party (the “Request for 
Joinder”) to the Secretariat. The date on which the 
Request for Joinder is received by the Secretariat 
shall, for all purposes, be deemed to be the date of 
the commencement of arbitration against the 
additional party. Any such joinder shall be subject to 
the provisions of Articles 6(3)–6(7) and 9. Unless all 
parties, including the additional party, otherwise 
agree, or as provided for in Article 7(5), no additional 
party may be joined after the con�rmation or 
appointment of any arbitrator. The Secretariat may 
�x a time limit for the submission of a Request 
for�Joinder.

2  The Request for Joinder shall contain the following 
information:

 a) the case reference of the existing arbitration;

 b)  the name in full, description, address and other 
contact details of each of the parties, including 
the additional party; and

 c)   the information speci�ed in Article 4(3), 
subparagraphs c), d), e) and f).

  The party �ling the Request for Joinder may submit 
therewith such other documents or information as it 
considers appropriate or as may contribute to the 
e�cient resolution of the dispute.

3  The provisions of Articles 4(4) and 4(5) shall apply, 
mutatis mutandis , to the Request for Joinder.

4  The additional party shall submit an Answer in 
accordance, mutatis mutandis , with the provisions of 
Articles 5(1)–5(4). The additional party may make 
claims against any other party in accordance with 
the provisions of Article 8.

ICC ARBITRATION RULES
MULTIPLE PARTIES, MULTIPLE CONTRACTS 
AND�CONSOLIDATION
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
MULTIPLE PARTIES, MULTIPLE CONTRACTS 
AND�CONSOLIDATION

5  Any Request for Joinder made after the con�rmation 
or appointment of any arbitrator shall be decided by 
the arbitral tribunal once constituted and shall be 
subject to the additional party accepting the 
constitution of the arbitral tribunal and agreeing to 
the Terms of Reference, where applicable. In 
deciding on such a Request for Joinder, the arbitral 
tribunal shall take into account all relevant 
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL

ARTICLE 11

General Provisions

1  Every arbitrator must be and remain impartial 
and� independent of the parties involved in 
the�arbitration.

2  Before appointment or con�rmation, a prospective 
arbitrator shall sign a statement of acceptance, 
availability, impartiality and independence. The 
prospective arbitrator shall disclose in writing to the 
Secretariat any facts or circumstances which might 
be of such a nature as to call into question the 
arbitrator’s independence in the eyes of the parties, 
as well as any circumstances that could give rise to 
reasonable doubts as to the arbitrator’s impartiality. 
The Secretariat shall provide such information to the 
parties in writing and �x a time limit for any 
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ARTICLE 12

Constitution of the Arbitral Tribunal

Number of Arbitrators
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL

5   Where the Court is to appoint the sole arbitrator or 
the president of the arbitral tribunal, such sole 
arbitrator or president of the arbitral tribunal shall be 
of a nationality other than those of the parties. 
However, in suitable circumstances and provided 
that none of the parties objects within the time limit 
�xed by the Secretariat, the sole arbitrator or the 
president of the arbitral tribunal may be chosen from 
a country of which any of the parties is a national.

6   Whenever the arbitration agreement upon which the 
arbitration is based arises from a treaty, and unless 
the parties agree otherwise, no arbitrator shall have 
the same nationality of any party to the arbitration.

ARTICLE 14

Challenge of Arbitrators

1  A challenge of an arbitrator, whether for an alleged 
lack of impartiality or independence, or otherwise, 
shall be made by the submission to the Secretariat of 
a written statement specifying the facts and 
circumstances on which the challenge is based.

2  For a challenge to be admissible, it must be 
submitted by a party either within 30 days from 
receipt by that party of the noti�cation of the 
appointment or con�rmation of the arbitrator, or 
within 30 days from the date when the party making 
the challenge was informed of the facts and 
circumstances on which the challenge is based if 
such date is subsequent to the receipt of such 
noti�cation.

3  The Court shall decide on the admissibility and, at 
the same time, if necessary, on the merits of a 
challenge after the Secretariat has a�orded an 
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ARTICLE 15

Replacement of Arbitrators

1  An arbitrator shall be replaced upon death, upon 
acceptance by the Court of the arbitrator’s 
resignation, upon acceptance by the Court of a 
challenge, or upon acceptance by the Court of 
a �request of all the parties.

2  An arbitrator shall also be replaced on the Court’s 
own initiative when it decides that the arbitrator is 
prevented de jure  or de facto  from ful�lling the 
arbitrator’s functions, or that the arbitrator is not 
ful�lling those functions in accordance with the 
Rules or within the prescribed time limits.

3  
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL PROCEEDINGS

ARTICLE 16

Transmission of the File to the Arbitral Tribunal

The Secretariat shall transmit the �le to the arbitral 
tribunal as soon as it has been constituted, provided the 
advance on costs requested by the Secretariat at this 
stage has been paid.

ARTICLE 17

Party Representation

1  Each party must promptly inform the Secretariat, 
the arbitral tribunal and the other parties of any 
changes in its representation.

2  The arbitral tribunal may, once constituted and after 
it has a�orded an opportunity to the parties to 
comment in writing within a suitable period of time, 
take any measure necessary to avoid a con�ict of 
interest of an arbitrator arising from a change in 
party representation, including the exclusion of new 
party representatives from participating in whole or 
in part in the arbitral proceedings.

3  At any time after the commencement of the 
arbitration, the arbitral tribunal or the Secretariat 
may require proof of the authority of any party 
representatives.

ARTICLE 18

Place of the Arbitration

1  The place of the arbitration shall be �xed by the 
Court, unless agreed upon by the parties.

2  The arbitral tribunal may, after consulting the parties, 
conduct hearings and meetings at any location it 
considers appropriate, unless otherwise agreed by 
the parties.

3  The arbitral tribunal may deliberate at any location it 
considers appropriate.
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL PROCEEDINGS 

ARTICLE 22

Conduct of the Arbitration 

1  The arbitral tribunal and the parties shall make every 
e�ort to conduct the arbitration in an expeditious 
and cost-e�ective manner, having regard to the 
complexity and value of the dispute.

2  In order to ensure e�ective case management, after 
consulting the parties, the arbitral tribunal shall 
adopt such procedural measures as it considers 
appropriate, provided that they are not contrary to 
any agreement of the parties. Such measures may 
include one or more of the case management 
techniques described in Appendix IV.

3  Upon the request of any party, the arbitral tribunal 
may make orders concerning the con�dentiality of 
the arbitration proceedings or of any other matters 
in connection with the arbitration and may take 
measures for protecting trade secrets and 
con�dential information.

4  In all cases, the arbitral tribunal shall act fairly and 
impartially and ensure that each party has a 
reasonable opportunity to present its case.

5  The parties undertake to comply with any order 
made by the arbitral tribunal.

ARTICLE 23

Terms of Reference

1  As soon as it has received the �le from the 
Secretariat, the arbitral tribunal shall draw up, on the 
basis of documents or in the presence of the parties 
and in the light of their most recent submissions, a 
document de�ning its Terms of Reference. This 
document shall include the following particulars:

 a)  the names in full, description, address and other 
contact details of each of the parties and of any 
person(s) representing a party in the arbitration;

 b)  the addresses to which noti�cations and 
communications arising in the course of the 
arbitration may be made;
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 c)  a summary of the parties’ respective claims and 
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THE ARBITRAL PROCEEDINGS

ARTICLE 24
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3  The arbitral tribunal, after consulting the parties, 
may appoint one or more experts, de�ne their terms 
of reference and receive their reports. At the request 
of a party, the parties shall be given the opportunity 
to question at a hearing any such�expert.

4  At any time during the proceedings, the arbitral 
tribunal may summon any party to provide 
additional evidence.

5  The arbitral tribunal may decide the case solely on 
the documents submitted by the parties unless any 
of the parties requests a hearing.

ARTICLE 26

Hearings

1  A hearing shall be held if any of the parties so 
requests or, failing such a request, if the arbitral 
tribunal on its own motion decides to hear the 
parties. When a hearing is to be held, the arbitral 
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL PROCEEDINGS

ARTICLE 27

Closing of the Proceedings and Date for Submission of 
Draft Awards

As soon as possible after the last hearing concerning 
matters to be decided in an award or the �ling of the last 
authorized submissions concerning such matters, 
whichever is later, the arbitral tribunal shall:

a)   declare the proceedings closed with respect to the 
matters to be decided in the award; and 

b)   inform the Secretariat and the parties of the date by 
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ARTICLE 29

Emergency Arbitrator

1  A party that needs urgent interim or conservatory 
measures that cannot await the constitution of an 
arbitral tribunal (“Emergency Measures”) may make 
an application for such measures pursuant to the 
Emergency Arbitrator Rules in Appendix V. Any 
such application shall be accepted only if it is 
received by the Secretariat prior to the transmission 
of the �le to the arbitral tribunal pursuant to 
Article� 16 and irrespective of whether the party 
making the application has already submitted its 
Request for Arbitration.

2  The emergency arbitrator’s decision shall take the 
form of an order. The parties undertake to comply 
with any order made by the emergency arbitrator.

3  The emergency arbitrator’s order shall not bind the 
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
THE ARBITRAL PROCEEDINGS

6  The Emergency Arbitrator Provisions shall not 
apply�if:

 a)  the arbitration agreement under the Rules was 
concluded before 1 January 2012; 

 b)  the parties have agreed to opt out of the 
Emergency Arbitrator Provisions; or

 c)    the arbitration agreement upon which the 
application is based arises from a treaty.

7  The Emergency Arbitrator Provisions are not 
intended to prevent any party from seeking urgent 
interim or conservatory measures from a competent 
judicial authority at any time prior to making an 
application for such measures, and in appropriate 
circumstances even thereafter, pursuant to the 
Rules. Any application for such measures from a 
competent judicial authority shall not be deemed to 
be an infringement or a waiver of the arbitration 
agreement. Any such application and any measures 
taken by the judicial authority must be noti�ed 
without delay to the Secretariat.

ARTICLE 30

Expedited Procedure 

1  By agreeing to arbitration under the Rules, the 
parties agree that this Article 30 and the Expedited 
Procedure Rules set forth in Appendix VI 
(collectively the “Expedited Procedure Provisions”) 
shall take precedence over any contrary terms of the 
arbitration agreement. 

2  The Expedited Procedure Rules set forth in 
Appendix VI shall apply if:

 a)  the amount in dispute does not exceed the limit 
set out in Article 1(2) of Appendix VI at the time of 
the communication referred to in Article 1(3) of 
that Appendix; or

 b) the parties so agree.
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3  The Expedited Procedure Provisions shall not 
apply�if:

 a)  the arbitration agreement under the Rules was 
concluded before the date on which the 
Expedited Procedure Provisions came into force; 

 b)  the parties have agreed to opt out of the 
Expedited Procedure Provisions; or

 c)  the Court, upon the request of a party before the 
constitution of the arbitral tribunal or on its own 
motion, determines that it is inappropriate in the 
circumstances to apply the Expedited Procedure 
Provisions.
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
AWARDS

ARTICLE 31

Time Limit for the Final Award

1  The time limit within which the arbitral tribunal must 
render its �nal award is six months. Such time limit 
shall start to run from the date of the last signature 
by the arbitral tribunal or by the parties of the Terms 
of Reference or, in the case of application of 
Article� 23(3), the date of the noti�cation to the 
arbitral tribunal by the Secretariat of the approval of 
the Terms of Reference by the Court. The Court may 
�x a di�erent time limit based upon the procedural 
timetable established pursuant to Article 24(2).

2  The Court may extend the time limit pursuant to a 
reasoned request from the arbitral tribunal or on its 
own initiative if it decides it is necessary to do so.

ARTICLE 32

Making of the Award

1  When the arbitral tribunal is composed of more than 
one arbitrator, an award is made by a majority 
decision. If there is no majority, the award shall be 
made by the president of the arbitral tribunal alone.

2  The award shall state the reasons upon which it 
is�based.

3  The award shall be deemed to be made at the place 
of the arbitration and on the date stated therein.

ARTICLE 33

Award by Consent

If the parties reach a settlement after the �le has been 
transmitted to the arbitral tribunal in accordance with 
Article 16, the settlement shall be recorded in the form 
of an award made by consent of the parties, if so 
requested by the parties and if the arbitral tribunal 
agrees to do so.
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ARTICLE 34

Scrutiny of the Award by the Court

Before signing any award, the arbitral tribunal shall 
submit it in draft form to the Court. The Court may lay 
down modi�cations as to the form of the award and, 
without a�ecting the arbitral tribunal’s liberty of 
decision, may also draw its attention to points of 
substance. No award shall be rendered by the arbitral 
tribunal until it has been approved by the Court as to 
its�form.

ARTICLE 35

Noti�cation, Deposit and Enforceability of the Award

1  Once an award has been made, the Secretariat shall 
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5  Where a court remits an award to the arbitral 
tribunal, the provisions of Articles 32, 34, 35 and this 
Article 36 shall apply mutatis mutandis  to any 
addendum or award made pursuant to the terms of 
such remission. The Court may take any steps as may 
be necessary to enable the arbitral tribunal to 
comply with the terms of such remission and may �x 
an advance to cover any additional fees and 
expenses of the arbitral tribunal and any additional 
ICC administrative expenses.
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ICC ARBITRATION RULES
COSTS

ARTICLE 37

Advance to Cover the Costs of the Arbitration

1  After receipt of the Request, the Secretary General 
may request the claimant to pay a provisional 
advance in an amount intended to cover the costs of 
the arbitration

 a)  until the Terms of Reference have been drawn 
up;�or

 b)  when the Expedited Procedure Provisions apply, 
until the case management conference. 

  Any provisional advance paid will be considered as a 
partial payment by the claimant of any advance on 
costs �xed by the Court pursuant to this Article 37.

2  As soon as practicable, the Court shall �x the 
advance on costs in an amount likely to cover the 
fees and expenses of the arbitrators, the ICC 
administrative expenses and any other expenses 
incurred by ICC related to the arbitration for the 
claims which have been referred to it by the parties, 
unless any claims are made under Article 7 or 8 in 
which case Article 37(4) shall apply. The advance on 
costs �xed by the Court pursuant to this Article�37(2) 
shall be payable in equal shares by the claimant and 
the respondent.

3  Where counterclaims are submitted by the 
respondent under Article 5 or otherwise, the Court 
may �x separate advances on costs for the claims 
and the counterclaims. When the Court has �xed 
separate advances on costs, each of the parties 
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5  The amount of any advance on costs �xed by the 
Court pursuant to this Article 37 may be subject to 
readjustment at any time during the arbitration. In all 
cases, any party shall be free to pay any other party’s 
share of any advance on costs should such other 
party fail to pay its share.

6  When a request for an advance on costs has not 
been complied with, and after consultation with the 
arbitral tribunal, the Secretary General may direct 
the arbitral tribunal to suspend its work and set a 
time limit, which must be not less than 15 days, on the 
expiry of which the relevant claims shall be 
considered as withdrawn. Should the party in 
question wish to object to this measure, it must make 
a request within the aforementioned period for the 
matter to be decided by the Court. Such party shall 
not be prevented, on the ground of such withdrawal, 
from reintroducing the same claims at a later date in 
another proceeding.

7  If one of the parties claims a right to a set-o� with 
regard to any claim, such set-o� shall be taken into 
account in determining the advance to cover the 
costs of the arbitration in the same way as a separate 
claim insofar as it may require the arbitral tribunal to 
consider additional matters.

ARTICLE 38

Decision as to the Costs of the Arbitration 

1  The costs of the arbitration shall include the fees and 
expenses of the arbitrators and the ICC 
administrative expenses �xed by the Court, in 
accordance with the scales in force at the time of the 
commencement of the arbitration, as well as the fees 
and expenses of any experts appointed by the 
arbitral tribunal and the reasonable legal and other 
costs incurred by the parties for the arbitration.

2  The Court may �x the fees of the arbitrators at a 
�gure higher or lower than that which would result 
from the application of the relevant scale should this 
be deemed necessary due to the exceptional 
circumstances of the case.

3  
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ARTICLE 39

Modi�ed Time Limits 

1  
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ARTICLE 42

General Rule 

In all matters not expressly provided for in the Rules, the 
Court and the arbitral tribunal shall act in the spirit of 
the Rules and shall make every e�ort to make sure that 
the award is enforceable at law.

ARTICLE 43

Governing Law and Settlement of Disputes

Any claims arising out of or in connection with the 
administration of the arbitration proceedings by the 
Court under the Rules shall be governed by French law 
and settled by the Paris Judicial Tribunal ( Tribunal 
Judiciaire de Paris ) in France, which shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction.
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ARTICLE 1

Function 

1   The function of the International Court of Arbitration 
of the International Chamber of Commerce (the 
“Court”) is to ensure the application of the Rules of 
Arbitration of ICC, and it has all the necessary 
powers for that purpose. 

2   As an autonomous body, it carries out these 
functions in complete independence from ICC and 
its organs. 

3    Its members are independent from the ICC National 
Committees and Groups. 

ARTICLE 2

Composition of the Court 

The Court shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, 
and members and alternate members (collectively 
designated as members). In its work it is assisted by its 
Secretariat (Secretariat of the Court). 

ARTICLE 3

Appointment 

1   
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3   The members of the Court are appointed by the ICC 
World Council on the proposal of ICC National 
Committees or Groups, one member for each 
National Committee or Group. On the proposal of 
the President, the World Council may appoint 
alternate members.

4   On the proposal of the President, the ICC World 
Council may appoint members and alternate 
members in countries and territories:

 a)   where there is no National Committee or 
Group;�or

  b)  where the National Committee or Group is 
suspended. 

5   The term of o�ce of all members, including, for the 
purposes of this paragraph, the President and Vice-
Presidents, is three years and may be renewed once. 
If a member is no longer in a position to exercise the 
member’s functions, a successor is appointed by the 
World Council for the remainder of the term. 

6  No Court member shall serve for more than two full 
consecutive terms, unless the World Council decides 
otherwise upon the recommendation of the 
Executive Board further to the proposal of the 
President, in particular where a Court member is 
proposed for election as Vice-President.

ARTICLE 4

Committees 

1  Save as provided in Articles 5(1), 6 and 7 of this 
Appendix, the Court conducts its work in 
Committees of three members. 

2  Members of the Committees consist of a president 
and two other members. 
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ARTICLE 5

Special Committees

1  The Court may conduct its work in Special 
Committees:

 a)    to decide on matters under Articles 14 and 15(2) 
of the Rules;

 b)    to scrutinise draft awards in the presence of 
dissenting opinions;

 c)    to scrutinise draft awards in cases where one or 
more of the parties is a state or may be 
considered to be a state entity;

 d)    to decide on matters transferred to a Special 
Committee by a Committee which did not reach a 
decision or deemed it preferable to abstain, 
having made any suggestions it deemed 
appropriate; or

 e)   upon request of the President.

2  Members of the Special Committee consist of a 
president and at least six other members.

ARTICLE 6

Single-member Committees

The Court may scrutinize draft awards under the 
Expedited Procedure Provisions in Single-member 
Committees.   

ARTICLE 7

Plenary of the Court

1  The Court meets in plenary during its annual working 
session. It also meets in plenary whenever so 
convened by the President.

2  The plenary of the Court may take any decision 
under Articles 4(1), 5(1) and 6 of this Appendix.

3  Members of the plenary consist of the President, the 
Vice-Presidents and all Court members who have 
accepted to attend and are in attendance.
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ARTICLE 8

Con�dentiality 

The work of the Court is of a con�dential nature which 
must be respected by everyone who participates in that 
work in whatever capacity. The Court lays down the 
rules regarding the persons who can attend the 
meetings of the Court and its Committees and who are 
entitled to have access to materials related to the work 
of the Court and its Secretariat. 

ARTICLE 9

Modi�cation of the Rules of Arbitration 

Any proposal of the Court for a modi�cation of the 
Rules is laid before the Commission on Arbitration and 
ADR before submission to the Executive Board of ICC 
for approval, provided, however, that the Court, in order 
to take account of developments in information 
technology, may propose to modify or supplement the 
provisions of Article 3 of the Rules or any related 
provisions in the Rules without laying any such proposal 
before the Commission. 

ARTICLE 10 

The decisions of the Court shall be deemed to be made 
in Paris, France.
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ARTICLE 1

Con�dential Character of the Work of the International 
Court of Arbitration 

1   For the purposes of this Appendix, members of the 
Court include the President and Vice-Presidents of 
the Court. 

2  The sessions of the Court are open only to its 
members and to the Secretariat. 

3  However, in exceptional circumstances, the 
President of the Court may invite other persons to 
attend. Such persons must respect the con�dential 
nature of the work of the Court. 

4   The documents submitted to the Court, or drawn up 
by it or the Secretariat in the course of the Court’s 
proceedings, are communicated only to the 
members of the Court, to the Secretariat and to 
persons authorized by the President to attend 
Court�sessions. 

5   The President or the Secretary General of the Court 
may authorize researchers undertaking work of an 
academic nature to acquaint themselves with 
awards and other documents of general interest, 
with the exception of memoranda, notes, statements 
and documents remitted by the parties within the 
framework of arbitration proceedings.  

6   Such authorization shall not be given unless the 
bene�ciary has undertaken to respect the 
con�dential character of the documents made 
available and to refrain from publishing anything 
based upon information contained therein without 
having previously submitted the text for approval to 
the Secretary General of the Court. 
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ARTICLE 3

Relations Between the Members of the Court and the 
ICC National Committees and Groups 

1   By virtue of their capacity, the members of the Court 
are independent of the ICC National Committees 
and Groups which proposed them for appointment 
by the ICC World Council. 

2   
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ARTICLE 1

Advance on Costs

1   Each request to commence an arbitration pursuant 
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7  A party that has already paid in full its share of the 
advance on costs �xed by the Court may, in 
accordance with Article 37(5) of the Rules, pay the 
unpaid portion of the advance owed by the 
defaulting party by posting a bank guarantee. 

8  When the Court has �xed separate advances on 
costs pursuant to Article 37(3) of the Rules, the 
Secretariat shall invite each party to pay the 
amount� of the advance corresponding to its 
respective�claim(s). 

9   When, as a result of the �xing of separate advances 
on costs, the separate advance �xed for the claim of 
either party exceeds one half of such global advance 
as was previously �xed (in respect of the same 
claims and counterclaims that are the subject of 
separate advances), a bank guarantee may be 
posted to cover any such excess amount. In the 
event that the amount of the separate advance is 
subsequently increased, at least one half of the 
increase shall be paid in cash. 

10   The Secretariat shall establish the terms governing 
all bank guarantees which the parties may post 
pursuant to the above provisions. 

11  As provided in Article 37(5) of the Rules, the advance 
on costs may be subject to readjustment at any time 
during the arbitration, in particular to take into 
account �uctuations in the amount in dispute, 
changes in the amount of the estimated expenses of 
the arbitrator, or the evolving di�culty or complexity 
of arbitration proceedings. 

12   Before any expertise ordered by the arbitral tribunal 
can be commenced, the parties, or one of them, shall 
pay an advance on costs �xed by the arbitral tribunal 
su�cient to cover the expected fees and expenses 
of the expert as determined by the arbitral tribunal. 
The arbitral tribunal shall be responsible for 
ensuring� the payment by the parties of such fees 
and�expenses. 

13  The amounts paid as advances on costs do not yield 
interest for the parties or the arbitrator. 
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7   The Court may require the payment of administrative 
expenses in addition to those provided in the scale of 
administrative expenses as a condition for holding 
an arbitration in abeyance at the request of the 
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SCALES OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES AND 
ARBITRATOR’S FEES FOR THE EXPEDITED PROCEDURE
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The following are examples of case management 
techniques that can be used by the arbitral tribunal and 
the parties for controlling time and cost. Appropriate 
control of time and cost is important in all cases. In cases 
of low complexity and low value, it is particularly 
important to ensure that time and costs are 
proportionate to what is at stake in the dispute.

a)   Bifurcating the proceedings or rendering one or 
more partial awards on key issues, when doing so 
may genuinely be expected to result in a more 
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ARTICLE 1

Application for Emergency Measures

1  
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ARTICLE 2

Appointment of the Emergency Arbitrator; 
Transmission of the File 

1  The President shall appoint an emergency arbitrator 
within as short a time as possible, normally 
within� two days from the Secretariat’s receipt of 
the�Application.

2  No emergency arbitrator shall be appointed after 
the �le has been transmitted to the arbitral tribunal 
pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules. An emergency 
arbitrator appointed prior thereto shall retain the 
power to make an order within the time limit 
permitted by Article 6(4) of this Appendix.

3  Once the emergency arbitrator has been appointed, 
the Secretariat shall so notify the parties and shall 
transmit the �le to the emergency arbitrator. 
Thereafter, all written communications from the 
parties shall be submitted directly to the emergency 
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ARTICLE 3

Challenge of an Emergency Arbitrator

1  A challenge against the emergency arbitrator must 
be made within three days from receipt by the party 
making the challenge of the noti�cation of the 
appointment or from the date when that party was 
informed of the facts and circumstances on which 
the challenge is based if such date is subsequent to 
the receipt of such noti�cation.

2  The challenge shall be decided by the Court after the 
Secretariat has a�orded an opportunity for the 
emergency arbitrator and the other party or parties 
to provide comments in writing within a suitable 
period of time.

ARTICLE 4

Place of the Emergency Arbitrator Proceedings 

1  If the parties have agreed upon the place of the 
arbitration, such place shall be the place of the 
emergency arbitrator proceedings. In the absence of 
such agreement, the President shall �x the place of 
the emergency arbitrator proceedings, without 
prejudice to the determination of the place of the 
arbitration pursuant to Article 18(1) of the Rules.

2  Any meetings with the emergency arbitrator may be 
conducted through a meeting in person at any 
location the emergency arbitrator considers 
appropriate or by video conference, telephone or 
similar means of communication.

ARTICLE 5
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 b)  the acceptance by the Court of a challenge 
against the emergency arbitrator pursuant to 
Article 3 of this Appendix; 

 c)  the arbitral tribunal’s �nal award, unless the 
arbitral tribunal expressly decides otherwise; or 

 d)  the withdrawal of all claims or the termination of 
the arbitration before the rendering of a 
�nal�award. 

7  The emergency arbitrator may make the Order 
subject to such conditions as the emergency 
arbitrator thinks �t, including requiring the provision 
of appropriate security.

8  Upon a reasoned request by a party made prior to 
the transmission of the �le to the arbitral tribunal 
pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules, the emergency 
arbitrator may modify, terminate or annul the Order.

ARTICLE 7

Costs of the Emergency Arbitrator Proceedings

1  The applicant must pay an amount of US$ 40,000, 
consisting of US$ 10,000 for ICC administrative 
expenses and US$ 30,000 for the emergency 
arbitrator’s fees and expenses. Notwithstanding 
Article 1(5) of this Appendix, the Application shall 
not be noti�ed until the payment of US$ 40,000 is 
received by the Secretariat.

2  The President may, at any time during the 
emergency arbitrator proceedings, decide to 
increase the emergency arbitrator’s fees or the ICC 
administrative expenses taking into account, inter 
alia, the nature of the case and the nature and 
amount of work performed by the emergency 
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ARTICLE 1

Application of the Expedited Procedure Rules

1  Insofar as Article 30 of the Rules of Arbitration of ICC 
(the “Rules”) and this Appendix VI do not provide 
otherwise, the Rules shall apply to an arbitration 
under the Expedited Procedure Rules.

2  The amount referred to in Article 30(2), 
subparagraph a) of the Rules is:

 a)  US$ 2,000,000 if the arbitration agreement 
under the Rules was concluded on or after 
1�March 2017 and before 1 January 2021; or

 b)  US$ 3,000,000 if the arbitration agreement 
under the Rules was concluded on or after 
1�January 2021.

3  Upon receipt of the Answer to the Request pursuant 
to Article 5 of the Rules, or upon expiry of the time 
limit for the Answer or at any relevant time thereafter 
and subject to Article 30(3) of the Rules, the 
Secretariat will inform the parties that the Expedited 
Procedure Provisions shall apply in the case. 

4  The Court may, at any time during the arbitral 
proceedings, on its own motion or upon the request 
of a party, and after consultation with the arbitral 
tribunal and the parties, decide that the Expedited 
Procedure Provisions shall no longer apply to the 
case. In such case, unless the Court considers that it 
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ARTICLE 4

Award

1  The time limit within which the arbitral tribunal must 
render its �nal award is six months from the date of 
the case management conference. The Court may 
extend the time limit pursuant to Article 31(2) of 
the�Rules. 

2  The fees of the arbitral tribunal shall be �xed 
according to the scales of administrative expenses 
and arbitrator’s fees for the expedited procedure set 
out in Appendix III.

ARTICLE 5

General Rule

In all matters concerning the expedited procedure not 
expressly provided for in this Appendix, the Court and 
the arbitral tribunal shall act in the spirit of the Rules and 
this Appendix.



ARBITRATION CLAUSES

It is recommended that parties wishing to make 
reference to ICC Arbitration in their contracts use the 
standard clause below. 

Standard ICC Arbitration Clause
All disputes arising out of or in connection with the 
present contract shall be �nally settled under the Rules 
of Arbitration of the International Chamber of 
Commerce by one or more arbitrators appointed in 
accordance with the said Rules.

Parties are free to adapt the clause to their particular 
circumstances. For instance, they may wish to stipulate 
the number of arbitrators, given that the ICC Arbitration 
Rules contain a presumption in favour of a sole 
arbitrator. Also, it may be desirable for them to stipulate 
the place and language of the arbitration and the law 
applicable to the merits. The ICC Arbitration Rules do 
not limit the parties’ free choice of the place and 
language of the arbitration or the law governing the 
contract.

When adapting the clause, care must be taken to avoid 
any risk of ambiguity. Unclear wording in the clause will 
cause uncertainty and delay and can hinder or even 
compromise the dispute resolution process.

Parties should also take account of any factors that may 
a�ect the enforceability of the clause under applicable 
law. These include any mandatory requirements that 
may exist at the place of arbitration and the expected 
place or places of enforcement.

ICC Arbitration Without Emergency Arbitrator
If the parties wish to exclude any recourse to the 
Emergency Arbitrator Provisions, they must expressly 
opt out by adding the following wording to the clause 
above: 

The Emergency Arbitrator Provisions shall not apply.

79
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Expedited Arbitration
The ICC Arbitration Rules provide for use of an 
expedited procedure in lower-value cases. If parties 
wish to exclude the application of the Expedited 
Procedure Provisions, they must expressly opt out by 
adding the following wording to the clause above: 

The Expedited Procedure Provisions shall not apply.

Parties wishing to avail themselves of the expedited 
procedure in higher-value cases should expressly opt in 
by adding the following wording to the clause above:

The parties agree, pursuant to Article 30(2)(b) of the 
Rules of Arbitration of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, that the Expedited Procedure Rules shall 
apply irrespective of the amount in dispute.

If parties wish the ceiling for the application of the 
Expedited Procedure Rules to be higher than that 
speci�ed in those Rules, the following wording should 
be added to the clause above:

The parties agree, pursuant to Article 30(2)(b) of the 
Rules of Arbitration of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, that the Expedited Procedure Rules shall 
apply, provided the amount in dispute does not exceed 
US$ [specify amount] at the time of the communication 
referred to in Article 1(3) of the Expedited Procedure 
Rules. 

Standard ICC Arbitration Clause Without Publication of 
Awards
All disputes arising out of or in connection with the 
present contract shall be �nally settled under the Rules 
of Arbitration of the International Chamber of 
Commerce by one or more arbitrators appointed in 
accordance with the said Rules. No aw3n254 Twrdtra2543-18.7.8 (tr)-(t c)-10ted in 
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Multi-Tiered Clauses

ICC Arbitration may be used as the forum for �nal 
determination of a dispute following an attempt at 
settlement by other means such as mediation. Parties 
wishing to include in their contracts a tiered dispute 
resolution clause combining ICC Arbitration with ICC 
Mediation should refer to the standard clauses relating 
to the ICC Mediation Rules (see pages 98-101).

Other combinations of services are also possible. For 
instance, arbitration may be used as a fallback to 
expertise or dispute boards. Also, parties who resort to 
ICC Arbitration may wish to provide for recourse to the 
ICC International Centre for ADR for the proposal of an 
expert if an expert opinion is required in the course of 
the arbitration. 

Standard clauses for these and other combinations 
of� services are available in several languages at  
https://iccwbo.org/dispute-resolution-services/ .
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MEDIATION RULES
Mediation Rules of the International 
Chamber�of�Commerce 



ICC MEDIATION RULES
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ARTICLE 1

Introductory Provisions

1
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ARTICLE 2

Commencement Where there is an Agreement 
to�Refer�to the Rules

1  Where there is an agreement between the parties to 
refer their dispute to the Rules, any party or parties 
wishing to commence mediation pursuant to the 
Rules shall �le a written Request for Mediation (the 
“Request”) with the Centre. The Request shall 
include:

 a)   the names, addresses, telephone numbers, email 
addresses and any other contact details of the 
parties to the dispute and of any person(s) 
representing the parties in the Proceedings; 

 b)   a description of the dispute including, if possible, 
an assessment of its value;

 c)   any agreement to use a settlement procedure 
other than mediation, or, in the absence thereof, 
any proposal for such other settlement 
procedure that the party �ling the Request may 
wish to make;

 d)  any agreement as to time limits for conducting 
the mediation, or, in the absence thereof, any 
proposal with respect thereto;

 e)  any agreement as to the language(s) of the 
mediation, or, in the absence thereof, any 
proposal as to such language(s);

 f)   any agreement as to the location of any physical 
meetings, or, in the absence thereof, any proposal 
as to such location;

 g)  any joint nomination by all of the parties of a 
Mediator or any agreement of all of the parties as 
to the attributes of a Mediator to be appointed by 
the Centre where no joint nomination has been 
made, or, in the absence of any such agreement, 
any proposal as to the attributes of a Mediator;

 h)   
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2  Together with the Request, the party or parties �ling 
the Request shall pay the �ling fee required by the 
Appendix hereto in force on the date the Request 
is��led. 

3  The party or parties �ling the Request shall 
simultaneously send a copy of the Request to all 
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3  Before appointment or con�rmation, a prospective 
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ARTICLE 6

Fees and Costs

1  The party or parties �ling a Request shall include 
with the Request the non-refundable �ling fee 
required by Article 2(2) or Article 3(2) of the Rules, 
as set out in the Appendix hereto. No Request shall 
be processed unless accompanied by the �ling fee. 

2   Following the receipt of a Request pursuant to 
Article 3, the Centre may request that the party �ling 
the Request pay a deposit to cover the administrative 
expenses of the Centre.

3  Following the commencement of the Proceedings, 
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ARTICLE 7

Conduct of the Mediation

1  The Mediator and the parties shall promptly discuss 
the manner in which the mediation shall be 
conducted. 

2  After such discussion, the Mediator shall promptly 
provide the parties with a written note informing 
them of the manner in which the mediation shall be 
conducted. Each party, by agreeing to refer a 
dispute to the Rules, agrees to participate in the 
Proceedings at least until receipt of such note from 
the Mediator or earlier termination of the 
Proceedings pursuant to Article 8(1) of the Rules.

3  In establishing and conducting the mediation, the 
Mediator shall be guided by the wishes of the parties 
and shall treat them with fairness and impartiality.

4  Each party shall act in good faith throughout 
the�mediation.

ARTICLE 8

Termination of the Proceedings

1  Proceedings which have been commenced pursuant 
to the Rules shall terminate upon written 
con�rmation of termination by the Centre to the 
parties after the occurrence of the earliest of:

 a)  the signing by the parties of a settlement 
agreement;

 b)  the noti�cation in writing made to the Mediator 
by any party, at any time after it has received the 
Mediator’s note referred to in Article 7(2), that 
such party has decided no longer to pursue 
the�mediation;

 c)  the noti�cation in writing by the Mediator to the 
parties that the mediation has been completed;

 d)  the noti�cation in writing by the Mediator to the 
parties that, in the Mediator’s opinion, the 
mediation will not resolve the dispute between 
the parties;
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 e)  the noti�cation in writing by the Centre to the 
parties that any time limit set for the Proceedings, 
including any extension thereof, has expired;

 f)  the noti�cation in writing by the Centre to the 
parties, not less than seven days after the due 
date for any payment by one or more parties 
pursuant to the Rules, that such payment has not 
been made; or

 g)  the noti�cation in writing by the Centre to the 
parties that, in the judgment of the Centre, there 
has been a failure to nominate a Mediator or that 
it has not been reasonably possible to appoint 
a�Mediator.

2  The Mediator shall promptly notify the Centre of the 
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3  Unless all of the parties agree otherwise in writing, a 
Mediator shall not act nor shall have acted in any 
judicial, arbitral or similar proceedings relating to the 
dispute which is or was the subject of the 
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ICC MEDIATION RULES
APPENDIX – FEES AND COSTS

ARTICLE 1

Filing Fee 

Each Request pursuant to the Rules must be 
accompanied by a �ling fee of US$ 3,000. The �ling fee 
is non-refundable and shall be credited towards the 
deposit of the party or parties having �led the Request. 

ARTICLE 2

Administrative Expenses 

1  The administrative expenses of the ICC for the 
proceedings shall be �xed at the Centre’s discretion 
depending on the tasks carried out by the Centre 
and shall normally not exceed the following:

 US$ 5,000 for amounts in dispute up to and 
including US$ 200,000

 US$ 10,000 for amounts in dispute between 
US$200,001 and US$ 2,000,000

 US$ 15,000 for amounts in dispute between 
US$ 2,000,001 and 
US$�10,000,000 

 US$ 20,000 for amounts in dispute between 
US$ 10,000,001 and 
US$�50,000,000

 US$ 25,000 for amounts in dispute between 
US$ 50,000,001 and 
US$�100,000,000 

 US$ 30,000 for amounts in dispute over 
US$�100,000,000

 
2  Where the amount in dispute is not stated, the 

administrative expenses may be �xed by the Centre 
at its discretion, taking into account all the 
circumstances of the case, including indications 
regarding the value of the dispute, but they shall 
normally not exceed US$ 20,000. 
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ICC MEDIATION RULES
APPENDIX – FEES AND COSTS

3  The amount of reasonable expenses of the Mediator 
shall be �xed by the Centre. 

4  The Mediator’s fees and expenses shall be �xed 
exclusively by the Centre as required by the Rules. 
Separate fee arrangements between the parties and 
the Mediator are not permitted by the Rules.

ARTICLE 4

Prior ICC Arbitration 

When a mediation is preceded by the submission of a 
request for arbitration pursuant to the ICC Rules of 
Arbitration concerning the same parties and the same 
or parts of the same dispute, the �ling fee paid for such 
arbitration proceedings shall be credited to the 
administrative expenses of the mediation, if the total 
administrative expenses paid with respect to the 
arbitration exceed US$ 7,500. 

ARTICLE 5

Currency, VAT and Scope 

1
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MEDIATION CLAUSES

Parties wishing to use proceedings under the ICC 
Mediation Rules should consider choosing one of the 
clauses below, which cover di�erent situations and 
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Clause B: Obligation to Consider the ICC Mediation 
Rules 
In the event of any dispute arising out of or in connection 
with the present contract, the parties agree in the �rst 
instance to discuss and consider referring the dispute to 
the ICC Mediation Rules. 

Notes: This clause goes a step further than Clause A and 
requires the parties, when a dispute arises, to discuss 
and consider together referring the dispute to 
proceedings under the ICC Mediation Rules. One or 
more parties may ask the ICC International Centre for 
ADR for its assistance in this process.

This clause may be appropriate where the parties do not 
wish to commit to referring a dispute to proceedings 
under the Rules at the outset but prefer to retain 
�exibility as to whether to use mediation to try and 
settle a dispute. 

Clause C: Obligation to Refer Dispute to the ICC 
Mediation Rules While Permitting Parallel Arbitration 
Proceedings if Required
(x) In the event of any dispute arising out of or in 
connection with the present contract, the parties shall 
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Speci�c Issues Concerning the Emergency Arbitrator 
Provisions 
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