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INTRODUCTION

Since 2007, the military use of educational institutions 
has been documented in 29 countries, commonly 
those countries which have been experiencing armed 
conflict during the past decade.[1] Educational insti-
tutions have been taken over, partially or in entirety, 
in order to be converte





victims in a nondiscriminatory matter while investi-
gating allegations of violations of applicable laws, and 
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rooms. This is depriving the children of education.
The correct perspective would be that the police may 
remain within the district; but, the schools should not 
be closed for the reason that the classrooms have been 
converted into barracks. Why should this happen? 
This is depriving a generation and a class of children 
from education to which they have a right.”[29]

Further, in Paschim Medinipur Bhumij Kalyan Samiti 
v. West Bengal, the state requisitioned 22 schools to 
accommodate police forces deployed there to cope 
with the tensions in the region. Though 10 schools had 
been handed over, the state was directed to give up 
possession of the remaining schools which had been 
requisitioned, within a period of one month.[30] 
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situations of armed conflict, India should endorse the 
Safe Schools Declaration, and commit to incorpo-
rating the framework of the Guidelines and intent of 
the Declaration into domestic policy.[35] Given that 
India has not provided explicit protection for the right 
to education within domestic laws, and has neither 
ratified nor signed nor endorsed the relevant interna-
tional instruments identified above, it is imperative for 
India to implement the international legal framework 
and enact domestic legislation. The framework must 
expressly prohibit attacks on educational institutions; 
disseminate and build awareness on such laws, regu-
lations, and policies which prohibit armed forces and 
groups from using the premises of such institutions; 
and ensure that all violators of international and 
domestic protections are held accountable. Further, in 
order to improve prevention as well as response, India 
should establish a monitoring mechanism for report-
ing attacks on education, collecting disaggregated data, 
and provide training to all armed groups, schools, 
students, teachers, and educational personnel.[36]

Local negotiations spearheaded by the government 
should attempt to further efforts at the internation-
al and national level through agreements providing 
educational institutions safe haven by declaring them 
politics-free zones, banning weapons, and providing a 
code of conduct for forces. Additionally, India should 
implement conflict sensitive education and curricu-
lums to minimize the negative effects of attacks due 
to greater understanding among potential victims. 
Advocacy for the protection of education from attack 
should also be carried out at all levels with clearly 
defined objectives, and with messages communicated 
to all relevant stakeholders.[37] While endeavouring 
to prevent, India must also be capable of response. 
Importantly, it is imperative for India to provide rem-
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