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the sexes cannot exist in healthcare when men have 
complete agency over their medical care and women 
do not. Morocco must better integrate family planning 
and women’s healthcare generally as protected rights. 
Monitoring doctors’ offices restricts forms of care 
women seek: when a woman is put in jail because she 
sought treatment for a blood clot, all women become 
too afraid to seek medical care for any reason. Though 
Morocco’s policy does not directly inhibit women’s 
access to medical services unrelated to abortion, it is 
the inevitable consequence of surveilling gynecological 
offices and penalizing women they suspect of engaging 
in premarital sex or abortion. To combat the dimin-
ishing of women’s health—as Morocco is obligated to 
do under CEDAW—it must enact policies, stopping its 
surveillance of medical offices and its punishment of 
women exercising their bodily autonomy.

Morocco is also in violation of international law for 
its treatment of Hajar Raissouni. Parties to the Con-
vention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), which 
Morocco ratified in 1993, are obliged to stop torture 
within their borders.[19] According to the CAT, tor-
ture is defined as a public official inflicting, or consent-
ing to, severe pain or suffering.[20] When Raissouni 
was taken into custody, she was brought to a hospital 
for a forced gynecological exam.[21] A procedure as 
invasive as a gynecological exam would likely result 
in both physical and emotional pain and suffering 
when done without consent.[22] This examination was 
intentionally executed at the bequest of the Moroccan 
government because it occurred while Raissouni was 
in the custody of the State.[23] The alleged purpose of 
the exam was to gain information: to discover whether 
an illegal abortion had occurred, which is inherently 
discriminatory because it stems from legislation dis-
criminating on the basis of sex.[24]

Once the exam was complete, Raissouni was returned 
to detention, where she was questioned about her sex-
ual and reproductive behaviors.[25] The information 
gathered by law enforcement was disseminated to the 
public.[26] Both are invasions of privacy that contra-
venes Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, which guarantees a right to privacy.[27] 
The Article espouses a general right to privacy, and 
specifically, that a person’s reputation is protected.[28] 
In publicizing such socially taboo allegations, Rais-
souni’s reputation was harmed.[29] Additionally, the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), which Morocco ratified in 1979, protects the 
right to privacy inclusive of reputation.[30] The IC-
CPR allows exceptions only when the interference is as 
unintrusive as possible and when there is a legitimate 
necessity; neither circumstance was met in this case.
[31] Morocco has historically illegally interfered with 
the protected right to privacy of journalists through 
surveillance.[32]

On October 16, 2019, King Mohammed VI issued a 
pardon to Raissouni, and she was released from jail.
[33] The state should be held accountable in terms of 
reparations for Raissouni, as well as for enacting policy 
ending the discrimination in women’s healthcare pro-
vision.
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