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millions across the nation. In baselessly claiming that the 2020 election was stolen, that

America’s elections are being tampered with and that voting machines are being manipulated,
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soon as the 2022 midterms, with sixty percent of Americans having at least one election denier

on their ballot in November.

While data suggesting that Trump’s Big Lie could lower voter turnout among Republicans might

sound like music to the ears of some Democrats hoping to hold on to their slim Congressional

majorities this November, Americans losing confidence in their electoral system is not the only

danger caused by the Big Lie. Since the January 6th attack on the United States Capitol took

place, Republicans in state legislatures, directly influenced by the Big Lie and its supporters,

have introduced hundreds of voter restriction bills under the guise of “election integrity.” These

bills, which vary from limiting polling times and locations to purging voter rolls and increasing

voter surveillance, showcase what FiveThirtyEight reporter Kaleigh Rogers describes as “an

anti-democratic shift among the GOP, catalyzed by the Big Lie and ushered in by a network of

right-wing power brokers.” Moreover, with the Supreme Court about to weigh in on the

‘independent state legislature theory’ in Moore v. Harper, these GOP state legislators could

potentially gain a lot more power to influence and attack American democracy while justifying

their actions with the Big Lie.

In addition to the threat posed by already-elected Republicans using the Big Lie to pass voter

restriction bills, there is also the threat that Republican candidates seeking office could utilize the

Big Lie to deny the results of an election they lose. When the Washington Post contacted the

nominees for the most closely watched gubernatorial and U.S. Senate elections of the 2022

midterms, a majority of the Republican candidates refused to say that they will accept the results

of their respective elections. If these Republican candidates lose, we could easily see a state-level

repeat of Trump’s attempts to overturn the election he lost; if these Republican candidates win,

however, then they could use their positions to further attack and damage America’s democratic

institutions. Doug Mastriano, the Republican nominee for Pennsylvania governor and participant

in the January 6th attack on the United States Capitol, has already stated that he will decertify

voting machines and appoint a secretary of state that will prevent elections from being certified

should Mastriano not like the outcome.

Although Donald Trump failed to overturn the 2020 presidential election and keep himself in

power, the conspiracies he spread trying to do so have already caused great harm to American
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democracy. By spreading his Big Lie, Trump eroded the confidence in America's electoral

system for many of his supporters, leading them to not only doubt the integrity of American

elections but also mistrust those who run them. As an election official, I’ve seen this

consequence of the Big Lie first-hand, and as an American, I’m concerned about the threat to

America’s entire electoral system the Big Lie presents.
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